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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

relating to the regulation of irrigators and installers of
irrigation systems; amending Sections 1, 5(a) and (b), 8(a),
and 12 (a), Chapter 197, Acts of the 66th Legislature, 1979
(Article 8751, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes); and declaring
an emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF TEXAS:

Section 1. Section 1, Chapter 197, Acts of the 66th
Legislature, 1979 (Article 8751, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes),
is amended to read as follows:

"Section 1. DEFINITIONS. In this Act:

" (1) 'Person' means a natural person.
"(2) 'Board' means the Texas Board of Irrigators.
" (3) 'Executive director' means the executive director

of the Texas Department of Water Resources.

"(4) ‘'Executive secretary' means the executive secretary
of the board.

"(5) 'Commission' means the Texas Water Commission;

"(6) 'Irrigation system' means an assembly of component
parts permanently installed with and for the controlled dis-
tribution and conservation of water for the purpose of irrigat-
ing any typeyof landscape vegetation in any location or for
the purpose of dust reduction or erosion control.

"(7) 'Irrigator' means a person who sells, designs,
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consults, installs, maintains, alters, repairs, or services

an irrigation system including the connection of such system

in and to a private or public, raw or potable water supply

system or any water supply. The term does not include

(a) a person who assists in the installation, maintenance,

alteration, repair, or service of an irrigation system under

the direct supervision of a licensed irrigator, and

(b) an owner of a business that regularly employs a licensed

irrigator who directly supervises the business's sale, desian,

consultation, installation, maintenance, alteration, revair,

and service of irrigation systems.

"(8) [43¥) 'Licensed irrigator' means an irrigator who

is [a-persen] licensed under this Act [whe-maintains-a-reguiar
piaee—ef—business-and-whe-by—himse}f—er—hefseif—er-thfeugh—a
persen-in—his-ef-her-emp}ey-seiis7-desigBS7-eensuit57—instai}37
maintai537—aiter57-repaif37—er—sefviees-an—irrigatien—system
er-yard-sprinkier-system—ineiudéng-eenneetéens-in-end-te-e
privete-er-pubiie-raw—er—petab}e—watef—supp}y—er—watef—sappiy
system].

"(9) ‘Installer' means a person who actually connects
P Y

an irrigation system to a private oOr public, raw or potable

water supply system or any water supply.

"(10) [48%]) '‘Licensed installer' means an installer who

is licensed under this Act [a—persen-whe-perferms—the—aetua}

eenneetien-te—private-er-pub}ie—raw-er—petabie—water—suppiy
systems]."

Sec. 2. Sections 5(a) and (b), Chapter 197, Acts of the
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66th Legislature,'1979 (Article 8751, Vernon's Texas Civil
Statutes), are amended to read as follows:

"(a) The board may employ an executive secretary [approved
by—the—exeeative-direeter] to verform the duties and functions

provided by this Act and as directed by the board. The execu-

tive secretary may employ necessary staff approved by the

board to assist the executive secretary and the board in the

administration of this Act.

"(b) The executive director shall provide additional

necessary personnel as available to assist the executive
secretary and the board in performing their duties and func-
tions under this act."

Sec. 3. Section 8(a), Chapter 197, Acts of the 66th
Legislature, 1979 (Article 8751, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes),
is amended to read as follows:

"(a) No person may act as an [a~1ieensed] irrigator or
[tieensed] installer unless he or she has a valid certificate
of registration under this Act."

Sec. 4. Section 12(a), Chapter 197, Acts of the 66th
Legislature, 1979 (Article 8751, Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes),
is amended to read as follows:

"(a) A person who represents himself or herself as a
licensed irrigator or licensed installer in this state without
being licensed [registered] or exempted under this Act, who
presents or attempts to use as his or her own the certificate
of registration or the seal of another person who is a licensed

irrigator or licensed installer, who gives false or forged
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evidence of any kind to the board or to any member of the
board in obtaining or assisting in obtaining for another a
certificate of registration, or who violates a provision of
this Act or a rule adopted under this Act shall be guilty
of a Class C misdemeanor. Each day a violation of this sub-
section occurs constitutes a separate offense.”

Sec. 5. EMERGENCY. The importance of this legislation
and the crowded condition of the calendars in both houses
create an emergency and an imperative public necessity that
the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three
several days in each house be suspended, and this rule is
hereby suspended, and that this Act take effect and be in

force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.
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